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A guide to writing your own monologue

The nine monologues in We Are Shadows were written by Fin Kennedy as a response to people he had met and news stories that he had read. The following process will allow you to create a monologue based on any news story that gets your interest.  Remember to follow all the steps…

Step 1

Collect that day’s local and national newspapers, skim the headlines and cut out those that grab your attention, read the articles and choose one that intrigues you,  

Step 2

Read the article and make a list of all the people who are involved.

Step 3

Choose the character that you are most interested in.

Decide on the following – (where the news story doesn’t tell you, then make it up.)

Gender

Age 

Ethnicity 

Name 

Three physical characteristics (appearance, mannerism, tone of voice etc,) 

Where their money comes from 

Where they live 

Something they lack in life 

Something they need right now 

A secret they have

Something they believe

Something they wish for

Where they are at this moment (you could choose any time from the beginning, middle or end of the story)

What they are doing at this moment

What they are thinking or saying at this moment

Step 4

Make a list of words or phrases that your character uses regularly.

Step 5

Writing the monologue

Take your final answer from step 2 and carry on writing, try to build in the words and phrases from step 3 and any lines of speech that appear in the news story.

Step 6

Editing, rehearse and perform

Read the monologue out loud a few times, make any obvious changes that are needed, where it doesn’t make sense or where the rhythm doesn’t flow.

Please e-mail us copies of any monologues that you write and are pleased with to youth@halfmoon.org.uk
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