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A scene by scene breakdown

The play is written as a series of nine monologues, each one exists as a stand-alone piece and is also linked by events to the world of all the other monologues. The prologue and epilogue framing the play set up the impetus for each of these stories to be told.

Characters

Sam, 16, English male

Leyla, 16, Bangladeshi female

Keisha, 16, Caribbean female

Tom, 16, Irish male

Ashima, 16, Indian female

Nicola, 16, Nigerian female

Charlie, 17, Jewish male

Nirupa, 17, Sri Lankan female

Sagar, 17, Somalian female

The Shadow, a presence

Prologue 

Sam and Sagar are locked in a prison interview room together, possibly by accident or possible as a game or joke, by the prison wardens. Sam is incarcerated in the prison and is expecting to meet his social worker and Sagar is expecting to film an interview with her brother, Abas, about life as a prisoner. Throughout the scene Sam’s actions are controlled by a shadowy presence and by his choice to follow the throw of a dice for good or bad. As the scene begins Sam clearly has the upper hand and can physically intimidate Sagar, but when he discovers that her brother is Abas aka “Mortal” there is a shift in power. Although Sagar rejects the idea of using the throw of a dice to make decisions Sam still uses them to persuade Sagar that she should film his story and make him famous.

One

Sam’s story

Sam has been brought up in care with his brother Luke, on the night the story happens he has been told that his brother has been killed fighting in Iraq. Sam and his friend Dean have a smoke and a drink and following the roll of the dice go out on the “pull” in memory of his brother “..the biggest playa in the whole a Tower Hamlets social services.” Dean is armed with his newly acquired “ninja” knife. Dean takes them to an off licence and he pulls his knife on the shopkeeper and they run off with a bottle of vodka. After drinking the vodka it is Sam’s turn with the knife, they call a cab and Sam pulls the knife on the driver, asking for his money. The driver is Islamic and instead of getting frightened becomes quiet, shakes his head and holding his prayer beads begins to pray. Sam becomes incensed and starts blaming the driver for his brother’s death, and then cuts his throat with the knife.

Two

Leyla’s story

Leyla is the taxi driver’s daughter, and while she is grieving for her father, she is also trying to keep her life together and study for her ‘A’ levels. Her brother, Saj, is going off the rails, smoking spliffs on the way to the mosque and behaving as if possessed. Her relationship with the other Bengali girls is strained because she spends time with Keisha, a black girl she has been friends with since primary school. On the morning of her first exam she goes round to Keisha’s house and finds Saj there. Saj and Keisha have been sleeping together and now Keisha is pregnant. Unable to cope with what she has discovered Leyla gets the keys to her dad’s taxi and drives off. 

Three

Keisha’s story

Keisha is alone in the hospital when she gives birth; the staff take the baby, Rahim, away when he is born assuming that he must be up for adoption. Saj turns up after the birth, better late than never she says. After Rahim is born she gets kicked out of home, Leyla refuses to speak to her and she relies on Saj for money and support. But things are changing with him and when she finds a crack pipe amongst the toys she decides she might as well have just the one smoke.

Four

Tom’s story

Tom works at the 24 hour petrol station where Keisha turns up asking for cigarettes and Rizla’s, leaving baby Rahim bundled up outside. When Tom finds the baby left on the bags of coal out the front, he sneaks him into his house. When Tom overhears his dad, a racist policeman, talking about a “young, black junkie girl” screaming at the station about her lost baby, he runs away to Ashima’s house. He tells Ashima that they could keep the baby and bring it up. 

Five

Ashima’s story

Ashima is friends with Tom, but no matter what he thinks he is not her boyfriend. She is home alone when he turns up with the baby, with the idea that they could look after him together. Ashima takes control and steals her mum’s car to drive Tom and the baby to the hospital; she has had four driving lessons. At the hospital Tom runs in with the baby and is chased out by men wearing white coats – Ashima speeds away and loses control of the car.

Six

Nicola’s story

Nicola is at work at the supermarket checkout, it’s a normal routine day until a boy, Charlie, turns up with a dodgy credit card buying 50 rape alarms that are on special offer.  He notices her black eye and gives her one of the alarms adding that he is also giving her a free wish. On her way home she sits in the park and tests the alarm, she thinks about her free wish, about her step dad, about her black eye. When she gets home the police are in her house and she finds out that her step dad has been killed in a car crash.

Seven

Charlie’s story

Charlie sets himself up outside the women’s refuge selling his personal safety products; rape alarms, pepper spray and Staffordshire Blue puppies that he has been breeding. Charlie gets his interest in business from his gran who arrived in England aged ten with nothing, escaping the Nazis, and set up as a fortune teller. Charlie and his gran can see shadows around people, shadows of old pain, especially strong around those who have recently arrived from areas of conflict and war. The police arrive and Charlie runs off dropping his keys.

Eight

Nirupa’s story

Nirupa called the police on Charlie; she didn’t want him outside drawing attention to the women’s refuge. She finds his keys were he dropped them and follows the sound of yapping to his van, inside she finds ten puppies, cute now but going to grow up into lethal dogs. Back at the refuge they decide to keep the puppies as protection, like the Hindu ten headed demon king Ravana.

Nine

Sagar’s story

Sagar is in the park, testing her camera before she goes to interview her brother about life in prison, she is making a documentary film for her BTEC course. Nirupa is in the park walking the puppies but she loses control of them and they surround Sagar. The puppies jump up and lick her and she is taken back to the war in Somalia, and a time when she was attacked by men with dogs. When Nirupa runs over to help she is smiling and laughing and Sagar is brought back to the present time and place. Sagar is struck by Nirupa’s beauty and they make a connection. The camera has been broken in the turmoil and Nirupa offers to raise the money to replace it, Sagar is happy because this means they will meet again.

Epilogue

Sagar has finished filming Sam and is packing up the camera. They are talking about the people they have lost and the darkness in their life and how Sam is still controlled by the dice. Sagar takes the dice from him and the shadow loses control. She tells him a saying from Somalia “Turn your face to the sun and your shadow falls behind you.”  A lightness falls on the room and she leaves.
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