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Welcome to our autumn season
I’m thrilled to welcome you to our exciting new season of theatre for 
young audiences, my first as Artistic Director and Half Moon’s 35th for 
young audiences!

This autumn, we’re celebrating a very special milestone – our 
Free Family Fun Day (4 Oct) returns for its tenth year! It’s always a joy 
to see our building bursting with creativity, laughter and community 
spirit and we can’t wait to share another unforgettable day of activities 
and entertainment with you.

We’re also excited to welcome back Grandad Anansi (6–8 Nov), our co-production with Z-arts. 
Following a sold-out run in 2022, it returns for six performances as part of a UK tour.

This season features 16 fantastic shows from 19 inspiring theatre companies – each one a 
celebration of the power of live performance to ignite imaginations and spark conversation. I look 
forward to seeing you soon. 

Bradley Travis, Artistic Director/Joint CEO

Host your 
event here 
Do you need a space for a 
meeting, seminar or book 
launch? Or perhaps a studio 
theatre for rehearsing, 
filming or a photo shoot? 
Half Moon has several 
fully accessible spaces 
available to hire. 

Please contact us with 
your requirements: call 
020 7709 8900 or email  
hello@halfmoon.org.uk

Bookshop @ 
Half Moon
We are delighted to offer 
a pop-up bookshop in 
partnership with the 
well-loved independent 
Brick Lane Bookshop. 

There’s a rolling selection 
of popular children’s books 
for all ages on offer, from 
classic favourites to the 
hottest new titles, 
plus contemporary 
greeting cards. 

Party @ 
Half Moon
Celebrate your child’s 
special day at Half Moon. 
Book tickets for your group 
to see the afternoon show 
on the Saturday of your 
choice and hire our Upper 
Studio space (max. 25 
children) for a post-show 
90-minute party, for an 
additional £150.

For more information, visit 
halfmoon.org.uk/venue-hire
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Support us
Will you help us transform young lives 
through theatre?

As a registered charity, Half Moon relies on 
the generosity of people like you to create 
bold performances and programmes for 
young people that provoke, inspire and 
entertain. With your support, we can 
continue delivering the life-changing work 
that makes Half Moon so special.

Ways you can make 
a difference
Donate online: Make a secure donation 
at halfmoon.org.uk/support-us

Set up a regular gift: A regular donation 
helps unlock children’s creativity and 
enables more young people to access 
the arts. 

Easyfundraising: Raise funds for 
Half Moon – at no extra cost to you – 
just by shopping online.

Take on a fundraising challenge: 
Run, walk or cycle in a sponsored event 
and help support our work.

Every action, whether it’s donating, 
fundraising, or spreading awareness, 
brings Half Moon closer 
to achieving its goal of 
providing life-changing 
theatre experiences for 
young people.

Half Moon Newsletter 
Sign up for our newsletter 
to be the first to hear 
about new shows and 
announcements.

Gallery @ 
Half Moon
Wandering East
by Hazel East
11 September – 12 January 2026
A colourful exploration of East London’s 
geography and architecture. 

Using colour and pattern, Hazel East’s work 
brings a modern twist to familiar places. This 
exhibition showcases a collection of digital 
illustrations, focusing on maps and buildings 
from across Tower Hamlets and London more 
broadly. Colours and patterns are inspired by 
Hazel’s walks around London and the vibrant 
local communities across the borough.

For all our exhibitions, we provide a gallery 
trail for children. School and community 
groups can visit free of charge, which can 
also support young people in gaining Arts 
Award Discover and Explore. Contact us on 
020 7709 8908 or youth@halfmoon.org.uk

In addition to our foyer exhibition space, 
Half Moon has two permanent exhibitions 
in our garden and on the first floor that 
explore the history of our company and the 
changing face of Tower Hamlets. Have you 
seen them?
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M6 THEATRE COMPANY IN COLLABORATION 
WITH ANDY MANLEY PRESENT

Little Gift
Meet Ted, a cautious old soul living all 
alone in a busy, bustling town. He likes it 
that way. It’s quieter and safer. Until one 
extraordinary day, a surprise visitor turns 
his lonely life upside down.

Told by a very special performer, with a 
playful mix of puppetry, music and song, 
Little Gift is a tender and warm story 
about friendship and the joy to be found 
just around every corner.

THE HERD THEATRE PRESENTS

Counting Sheeps
Two sheep think they know everything 
about sleep.  
They’re experts in the field.  
But tonight they’re wide awake.

Snuggle up and join two sheep on a 
journey through the joys and frustrations 
of everything bedtime. A touching, musical 
adventure filled with song, puppetry, lights 
and sensory play for babies, toddlers and 
(very tired) grown-ups.

At the end of the performance there is a stay 
and play session.

“The show was beautiful, funny and 
emotional and perfect for the tiny ones” 
Audience member

“Whimsical, funny and imaginative” 
HHHHH Reviewsphere

Sat 27 Sep  11am & 2pm
Ages 3–7  50 mins

Sat 20 Sep  11am, 1pm & 3pm
Ages 0–3  50 mins + stay and play
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Free Family Fun Day
Our free family fun day returns for a 
tenth year with another selection of fun 
community events to get involved in.

Throughout the day we will have pop-up 
storytelling performances, music and 
movement workshops, plus art and 
craft activities for everyone to engage 
with. We’ll also have tea, cake and a few 
surprises along the way. Dip into one or 
two events or stay for the whole day!

All events are free. Refreshments are 
available to buy during the day.

Sat 4 Oct  10am–4pm
All ages welcome

CEYDA TANC DANCE AND 
THEATRE FIDERI FIDERA PRESENT

evim [my home]
Inspired by Sufi mystic and nomad Rumi 
– and the mesmerising whirling dervishes 
– evim (my home) is a magical and 
interactive dance theatre performance. 
Follow three wanderers as they search 
for belonging – in places, with people, or 
in a feeling. Twirl, whirl and play as the 
performers take you on a spellbinding 
journey to find a place to call home.

A wonderful introduction to dance theatre 
for early years children, using captivating 
movement and enchanting music in this 
non-verbal and sensory show.

At the end of the performance there is a stay 
and play session. 

This show is non-verbal. This makes it accessible 
to a range of people, including d/Deaf, hard of 
hearing and non-English speakers

Fri 10 Oct  10.30am, 1.30pm & 3pm 
Sat 11 Oct  11am, 1pm & 3pm
Ages 2–7  45 mins + stay and play
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PEUT-ÊTRE THEATRE PRESENTS

The Sleep Show
A heartfelt and poetic exploration of sleep, 
where the wonders of dreaming, soothing 
rhythms of lullabies and secrets of the 
body clock come to life through dance.

The Sleep Show is a captivating 
performance which transforms the 
mysteries of sleep into a playful adventure. 
The show softly explores the challenges 
children face around bedtime, turning the 
often daunting experience into one of fun 
and discovery.

Tuck in, let the magic of sleep unfold 
around you, and embrace the journey 
to dreamland with your little ones in this 
dreamy dance-theatre experience.

At the end of the performance there is a stay 
and play session.

OLIVER SYKES PRESENTS

We Are Family: Six 
Kids and a Super-Dad
There’s Dad’s disgusting nettle soup 
and peculiar pancakes, horrible home 
haircuts, punishing press-ups and 
scum in the bathtub. BUT then there’s 
the joy of boxing lessons with Dad, fun 
family outings, jokes and pranks – and 
storytelling round the fire. Not to mention 
a home-made birthday cake like no other!

Oliver’s real-life childhood – rough, tough 
but happy – is taken from the page to the 
stage in this groundbreaking live poetry 
adventure. Perfect for fans of Jacqueline 
Wilson, Phil Earle and Anthony McGowan!

“A delightful and moving celebration of 
how a family can come together in hard 
times and overcome the adversities they 
face together as a unit” 
Schools Reading List

Sat 25 Oct  11am & 2pm
Ages 4+  50 mins + stay and play

Sat 18 Oct  11am & 2pm
Ages 5+  55 mins
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TUTTI FRUTTI PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS 

Hare and Tortoise
Two unlikely friends – the speedy, 
confident Hare and the calm, steady 
Tortoise – meet for the greatest race 
on Earth. A race filled with suspense, 
surprises and a nail-biting, medal-winning 
finish. Ready… Steady… Is it time to GO?

This playful and imaginative adaptation 
of Aesop’s classic fable is brimming with 
fun, live music, unforgettable songs 
and delightful characters who learn that 
slow and steady wins the race. The story 
unfolds across the seasons – from the 
blossoming days of spring, through the fun 
of summer, to the icy sparkle of winter. 

Guided by our storyteller, this 
heartwarming tale explores patience, 
friendship, and what it means to grow up.

Sat 1 Nov  11am & 2pm
Ages 3+  60 mins

HALF MOON AND Z-ARTS PRESENT

Grandad Anansi 
Abi and her Grandad tell each other 
Anansi folktales. They play games and 
share secrets as they work together in 
the garden.

Grandad is as smart and mischievous as 
the wily Anansi legend, a part human, 
part spider and the subject of many West 
African and Caribbean folk stories. Can 
he find a way to tell his granddaughter 
about his plans to return to Jamaica, his 
beloved homeland?

Grandad Anansi is an uplifting tale of love, 
courage and letting go that celebrates 
storytelling and shines a light on Jamaican 
culture and the Windrush generation.

Thu 6 & Fri 7 Nov  10.30am & 1.30pm
Sat 8 Nov  11am & 2pm
Ages 4–9  50 mins
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CHALK LINE THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS

The Chaos That Has Been 
and Will No Doubt Return
Two best mates. One HUGE party. 
Luton pinned by austerity. An evening of 
noughties bangers and shots of rough gin 
mixed with the chaos of violence. A night 
to remember!

Set over one chaotic night, the play 
follows two best friends as they chase 
the highs of youth against a backdrop 
of systemic neglect. Painting a tapestry 
of violence and joy, it is a raw, real-time 
collision of friendship and survival.

Told with biting wit and lyrical intensity, 
this production is a powerful exploration 
of class and identity, with a cracking house 
party that pulses round the corner.

FULL HOUSE THEATRE AND DARYL & CO PRESENT

The Three Bears
Get ready for giggles galore in this wild, 
high-energy adventure. This hilarious 
fairy tale remix celebrates love, laughter 
and the beauty of families of all shapes 
and sizes. 

The Three Bears flips the classic fairytale 
of Goldilocks on its head and is packed 
full of surprises, slapstick chaos and 
heart-warming twists. 

A delightful theatre experience bursting 
with fun that all children everywhere will 
treasure forever.

Sat 15 Nov  3pm & 7pm
Mon 17 Nov  10.30am & 1.30pm
Ages 13+ and adults  75 mins

Thu 20 Nov  1.30pm & 4.30pm
Fri 21 Nov  10.30am & 1.30pm
Sat 22 Nov  11am & 2pm
Ages 3+  50 mins
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AKA DANCE THEATRE PRESENTS

Shed-ache
A seriously silly dance theatre show 
that transports little people and their 
grown-ups to a world that sits somewhere 
between reality and make believe. Two 
friends (three if you count the shed) 
get up to all sorts whilst faced with 
downpours, lava floors and socks falling 
out of the sky.

A laugh out loud production about the 
give and take of friendship, the power 
of imagination and the importance of 
embracing experiences whatever the 
weather. Be prepared to be blown away 
by this brand new family-friendly show, 
which is bright and sunny, with 100% 
chance of laughter!

HALF MOON PRESENTS 

Cinema Chill: 
Ten in the Bed
Chill out and watch an award-winning 
digital performance on the big screen in a 
relaxed and laidback environment.

Is it a bed? Or a boat? Or a giant slice 
of toast? For Naz and Iggy and their 
eight friends, their bed is a place where 
imagination can fill their tummies with 
tasty treats and take them to familiar 
warm places. Well, sometimes. 

This humorous and inventive filmed 
production celebrates the power of 
imaginary play and proves there’s always 
enough room to have fun, even when the 
world is at its most daunting.

All Cinema Chill tickets are £5

Fri 28 & Sat 29 Nov  11am & 2pm
Ages 2+  60 mins

Sat 6 Dec  3.15pm
Ages 3–8  50 mins
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WHATNOT THEATRE PRESENTS

The Littlest Fir Tree
Deep in the heart of the forest stood the 
Littlest Fir Tree. Lonely and overlooked, he 
dreamed of standing proud as a beloved 
Christmas tree. Until one frosty winter’s 
eve, a tiny spider spins a delicate web 
across his branches, shimmering like silver 
in the moonlight.

Transformed by his glistening beauty, a 
wandering villager stops in awe, moved 
by the magical scene. Lovingly and gently 
lifting him from the earth to carry him home 
to his cosy cottage, where at last, the 
Littlest Fir Tree’s festive wish comes true.

This heart-warming retelling of Hans 
Christian Andersen’s beloved tale is 
brought to life with delightful puppetry, 
original music and audience interaction.

LYNGO THEATRE PRESENTS

Snow Play
What would you do if Winter decided 
to stay and moved into your house? 
Well, that’s what happens in our snowy 
spectacular, where you are guaranteed 
a white Christmas, no matter what the 
weather or the time of year!

Snow Play is a showdown between 
Winter and Spring over who gets to stay 
and who has to go away. 

Help Mr Green against Mr White in this 
highly interactive festive treat where 
you get to make a giant snowman, 
cover a whole house in snow and have 
a super snowball fight!

Sat 13 Dec  11am, 1pm & 3pm
Ages 2–7  60 mins

Sat 20 Dec  11am & 2pm
Ages 3+  50 mins



Fri 16 & Sat 17 Jan
11am, 12.30pm & 2.30pm
Ages 6–24 months
25 mins + stay & play

Sat 31 Jan
11am & 2pm
Ages 2–7
35 mins + meet the puppets

Sat 24 Jan
11am & 2pm
Ages 4+  55 mins

11

Half Moon On Demand 
Unmissable children’s theatre, whenever you want it
Put your sofa in the front row with a streaming service offering 
unforgettable theatre for young audiences, recorded live at 
Half Moon, available to watch any time, anywhere.

On Demand allows you to watch a show for £9 whenever you 
want and as many times as you like for 48 hours. Join us for an 
online performance that puts the best seats in the house into 
your own home.

British Sign Language (BSL) interpreted productions,  
Audio Descriptions and closed captions are available.

halfmoon.org.uk/on-demand

ANGEL EXIT THEATRE PRESENTS

toooB
Introducing toooB, 
a curious and friendly 
shape-shifting creature. 
She’s not quite sure where 
she’s landed, but she’d 
love to meet and play with 
you. A gentle sensory 
adventure with interactive 
fun and games.

THEATRE OF WIDDERSHINS 
PRESENTS

Snow White, 
Rose Red, 
Brown Bear
Snow White and Rose Red 
have lived in the forest since 
they were babes in the 
wood. When their quiet life 
is interrupted by a friendly 
bear, a new chapter begins.

LONG NOSE PUPPETS PRESENTS

Flyaway Katie
An inspiring flight of 
fancy about the power of 
imagination, based on the 
popular children’s book by 
Polly Dunbar. Join Katie 
in a puppet show bursting 
with colour, movement 
and surprises. 

Coming in 2026
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Half Moon’s Youth Theatres
School Years 1 – 3 
Comets: Sat 10am  –11am  
Sunbeams: Sat 11.15am  –12.15pm 
Moonbeams: Sat 12.45pm  –1.45pm

School Years 4 – 6 
Eclipse: Tue 4pm–5.45pm 
Equinox: Wed 4pm–5.45pm

School Years 7– 9 
Lunar: Tue 6.30pm–8.30pm

School Years 10 –13 
Orbit: Wed 6.30pm–8.30pm

Ages 13–25 with physical, sensory  
and/or cognitive disabilities 
Solar: Mon 6.30pm–8.30pm

For more information about our 
Youth Theatres visit halfmoon.org.uk/yt 
or contact us on 020 7709 8900.

Inclusive
All of our Youth Theatres are open to 
young people with disabilities and 
our venue is fully accessible.

Too young for Youth Theatre?
We have sessions at local Children 
and Family Centres for under 3s and  
parents/carers. For more information visit  
halfmoon.org.uk/early-years

Interested in after school 
drama where you live?
We have a group for School Years 4–6 in 
Bow and three groups for School Years 7–9 
in community spaces around Tower Hamlets. 
For more information visit 
halfmoon.org.uk/after-school-drama

Get involved!
Why not join one of Half Moon’s Youth Theatres? It’s a brilliant way 
to explore drama, create performances and make lots of new friends 
at the same time. We have eight groups that run during term time.

5 reasons to join
	→ Run by friendly and experienced tutors
	→ No auditions
	→ See shows at Half Moon and visit  
other London theatres 

	→ Performances each term for friends  
and family

	→ Great value! Just £8 per session  
(£4 concession)



Stages of Half Moon
Our digital archive exploring the heritage of 
Half Moon Theatre

Explore the history of Half Moon Theatre 
through photographs, programmes, news 
stories, documents, videos and filmed interviews 
with over 100 people. There’s information on 
productions, projects, people and buildings, 
so lots to discover.

The Stages of Half Moon exhibition is now on 
permanent display in the upper corridor. It’s 
overflowing with photographs and original 
posters, so do take a look and learn more about 
our long history. 

stagesofhalfmoon.org.uk
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Theatre Passport
Launched as part of our 30th birthday 
celebrations in 2020, we need your help to 
continue Theatre Passport, a free ticket scheme 
for Tower Hamlets school and community groups. 
Working together with businesses, organisations 
and individuals, we can give local children the 
opportunity to experience the magic of live 
theatre, many for the first time, and start them 
on their creative journey.

If you can help us to offer tickets to local schools, 
a donation of any size, from £40 to £4,000, would 
be hugely appreciated. Please help us to ensure 
children can access the arts locally.

You can donate online at halfmoon.org.uk/
passport or send a cheque made payable to 
Half Moon Young People’s Theatre to: Half Moon, 
43 White Horse Road, London E1 0ND.



Schools & teachers can also participate
Last year, Half Moon engaged with nearly 26,000 workshop participants in over 1,500 creative 
learning sessions, including working with 55 schools in our home borough of Tower Hamlets.

We work with nurseries, children and family centres, schools, colleges and community and 
youth organisations. 

Our projects include curriculum-focused workshops, after-school activities and initiatives to encourage 
young people to get into theatre, as well as professional development opportunities for teachers and 
other school staff, in partnership with Tower Hamlets Arts and Music Education Service (THAMES).

Projects include
Careers in Theatre: A hands-on, project-
management style experience for 13–17 year 
olds of all aspects of professional theatre

CPD for Teachers: A series of practical training 
sessions for primary and secondary school staff

Dramatic Maths: An innovative project using 
drama and storytelling to engage children in 
KS2 maths

Early Years Creative Play: Sessions for 
children and adults to explore their physicality 
and imaginations and to feel confident with 
creative play

Gallery @ Half Moon: A chance for schools 
to experience the art in our gallery and use the 
pictures as a stimulus for art, literacy and other 
curriculum work

Next Steps: A programme using drama to 
support Year 6 students with their transition to 
secondary school, with continued support in 
Years 7–9. Part of Tower Hamlets Youth Service

Speech Bubbles: A year-long intervention 
programme working with KS1 children to develop 
their communication skills through drama

We also support young people and schools in 
gaining Artsmark and Arts Award. 
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For more information visit halfmoon.org.uk/learning. 
To discuss any of the projects or suggest other ways you 
would like to work with us at Half Moon, contact us on 
020 7709 8908 or email schools@halfmoon.org.uk



We are also extremely grateful for support from:

The 29th May 1961 Charitable Trust
Action for Bow
Aldgate & Allhallows Foundation
The Austin & Hope Pilkington Trust
Backstage Trust
Bentley Advancing Life Chances Fund
Buzzacott Stuart Defries Memorial Fund 
Canary Wharf Group 
Charterhouse Charitable Trust
Chesterhill Charitable Trust
Clarion Futures 
CMS Social Impact Fund
The Worshipful Company of Coopers 
The Derek Shuttleworth Educational Trust 
East End Community Foundation 
The Fitton Trust 
Foyle Foundation
Grange Farm Centre Trust 

We couldn’t do it without:

A snapshot of last year’s achievements:

About Half Moon
Half Moon is a local organisation with a national remit, committed to supporting artists 
and young people at every stage of their creative development. Our activity includes a 
season of professional plays for young audiences, new writing and artform development, 
and an extensive Creative Learning programme, including eight Youth Theatres. 

Half Moon also tours professional work for young audiences across the UK under our producing 
arm, Half Moon Presents. For current productions and tour dates, visit halfmoon.org.uk/touring

	→ 39,047 total engagements
	→ 25,874 participatory engagements
	→ 13,173 audience members  
(7,142 at Half Moon and 6,031 on tour)

	→ 1,559 creative learning sessions
	→ 874 volunteer hours

	→ 158 touring performances
	→ 120 performances at Half Moon
	→ 64 freelancers, 9 core staff
	→ 55 schools worked with in Tower Hamlets
	→ 26 touring productions came to Half Moon
	→ 2 productions toured the UK

The Harold Hyam Wingate Foundation 
The Henry Smith Charity
The Isle of Dogs Grant Chest
Jack Petchey Foundation 
John Thaw Foundation
The Leche Trust 
M&G Prudential Community Fund
Maria Bjornson Memorial Fund
Masonic Charitable Foundation 
The National Lottery Community Fund 
St James’ Place Charitable Foundation 
Souter Charitable Trust 
The Steel Charitable Trust 
Tesco Community Grants
THAMES 
Theatres Trust 
Unity Theatre Trust 
The Worshipful Company of Basketmakers 

Charitable Trust
The Worshipful Company of Chartered 

Secretaries and Administrators Charitable Trust
The Worshipful Company of Coopers

Also a big thanks to our many individual donors
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Book tickets
By phone: 
020 7709 8900
Online: 
halfmoon.org.uk

All tickets £9. No booking fees. Group discounts 
available. Free tickets for babies under 12 months, 
unless the show is specifically for their age range. 
See our website for booking conditions.

Half Moon Young People’s Theatre Ltd is a registered company in England & Wales (2479179).  
Registered office: 43 White Horse Road, London E1 0ND. Registered Charity: 1010192. 

Printed by Park Lane Press on FSC® certified paper, using fully sustainable, vegetable oil-based inks, power from 100% renewable resources 
and waterless printing technology. Print production systems registered to ISO 14001, ISO 9001 and over 97% of waste is recycled.

Access
All our performances are relaxed performances. 
Blind and visually impaired audiences can  
pre-book touch tours prior to all performances. 
Some of our shows are non-verbal, or have limited 
dialogue, and are accessible to a range of people 
including d/Deaf, hard of hearing and non-English 
speakers. We have baby changing facilities, space 
for buggies and an adult changing table.

Getting to us
By train/tube: Just 2 minutes’ walk from Limehouse 
mainline and DLR station (2 stops from Bank and Tower 
Gateway). Follow signs for Bekesbourne Street when 
exiting station.

By bus: Buses stop 1 minute away on Commercial 
Road junction with White Horse Road. Numbers 115, 
135 & D3. Other buses stop by Stepney Green tube (25) 
and Ben Jonson Road (309, 339).

By bike: There is a Santander Cycles docking station 
just 2 minutes’ walk away on Flamborough Street (at the 
junction with Yorkshire Road and Commercial Road).

By car: Street parking is free at weekends and from 
5.30pm on weekdays. Meter parking is available at all 
other times. Street parking is free to disabled patrons 
at all times. We are not within the congestion zone.

Visit tfl.gov.uk to check latest accessibility details and 
to plan your journey.

BSL TOUCH
TOUR

Get in touch 
Half Moon Theatre 
43 White Horse Road 
London E1 0ND

hello@halfmoon.org.uk

Follow us 
	 halfmoontheatre 
	 halfmoon_theatre 
	 halfmoontheatre

Sign up to  
our e-news at  
halfmoon.org.uk


