What’s On Jan-Jun 2026
Celebrating world class theatre for young audiences

All Tickets £9 (no booking fee)
020 7709 8900 | halfmoon.org.uk
All our performances are relaxed



Welcome to our spring season

A very warm welcome to Half Moon’s new season of theatre for young
audiences, featuring enchanting puppetry, live music, dance, digital
animation, book adaptations, reimagined fairytales, sensory delights,
playful storytelling, imaginative play and more!

Get ready for a season packed with 16 dynamic productions from 18
acclaimed theatre companies - each a thrilling reminder of how live
performance entertains, inspires and brings us together.

We are excited to once again be partnering with Z-arts on a co-production of Brave Bettie (ages
3-8), a magical woodland adventure about courage, friendship and finding your voice. It opens at
Half Moon 5-10 February, before touring to over 20 venues across the UK.

| look forward to seeing you soon.

Bradley Travis, Artistic Director/Joint CEO

Party @ Host your

Half Moon Half Moon event here
Celebrate your child’s We are delighted to offer Do you need a space for a
special day at Half Moon! a pop-up bookshop in meeting, seminar or book
Book tickets for your group partnership with the launch? Or perhaps a studio
to see the afternoon show well-loved independent theatre for rehearsing,

on the Saturday of your Brick Lane Bookshop. filming or a photo shoot?

Half Moon has several
fully accessible spaces
available to hire.

choice and hire our Upper
Studio space (max. 25
children) for a post-show
90-minute party, for an

There’s a rolling selection
of popular children’s books
for all ages on offer, from

" classic favourites to the Please contact us with
additional £150. . .
hottest new titles, ST your requirements: call
For more information, visit plus contemporary BOOK. 020 7709 8900 or email

halfmoon.org.uk/venue-hire greeting cards. SHOP hello@halfmoon.org.uk




Gallery @
Half Moon

The Ga Legacy in Colour
by Kukueley
15 January - 1 July 2026

Okaikoi Art seeks to preserve and share
the legacy of the Ga language from
Accra, Ghana, in a contemporary form.

Linking past, present and future, this vivid
collection celebrates resilience, continuity
and pride, revealing how a living language
continues to shape culture and identity for
generations to come.

For all our exhibitions, we provide a gallery
trail for children. School and community
groups can visit free of charge, which can
also support young people in gaining Arts
Award Discover and Explore. Contact us on
020 7709 8908 or youth@halfmoon.org.uk

In addition to our foyer exhibition space, Half
Moon has two permanent exhibitions in our
garden and on the first floor that explore the
history of our company and the changing
face of Tower Hamlets. Have you seen them?

Support us

Will you help us transform young lives
through theatre?

As aregistered charity, Half Moon relies on
the generosity of people like you to create
bold performances and programmes for
young people that provoke, inspire and
entertain. With your support, we can
continue delivering the life-changing work
that makes Half Moon so special.

Ways you can make
a difference

Donate online: Make a secure donation
at halfmoon.org.uk/support-us

Set up a regular gift: A regular donation
helps unlock children’s creativity and
enables more young people to access
the arts.

Easyfundraising: Raise funds for
Half Moon - at no extra cost to you -
just by shopping online.

Take on a fundraising challenge:
Run, walk or cycle in a sponsored event
and help support our work.

Every action, whether it’s donating,
fundraising, or spreading awareness,
brings Half Moon closer
to achieving its goal of
providing life-changing
theatre experiences for
young people.

Half Moon Newsletter

Sign up for our newsletter

to be the first to hear
about new shows and
announcements.




Sat10 Jan 11am & 2pm
Ages 4+ 45 mins

HALF MOON PRESENTS

The Tale of the
Loneliest Whale

A HOGLETS THEATRE PRODUCTION

Whale sings his heart out into the deep
blue sea, but nobody sings back. Is he the
only one like him in the whole ocean?

Just when he’s about to give up, a
mysterious voice echoes through the
waves. Determined to find the singer,
Whale embarks on an unforgettable
adventure - diving through glowing coral
caves, dodging wibbly jellyfish and facing
wild-eyed sea monsters! But will he ever
find a friend who hears his song?

The Tale of the Loneliest Whale is a
magical, interactive show that celebrates
friendship, difference and the beauty

of being yourself. It features deep-sea
adventure packed with beautiful puppets,
hilarious sea creatures, original songs and
lots of audience interaction!

Fri16 & Sat 17 Jan

11am, 12.30pm & 2.30pm
Ages 6-24 mths 25 mins + stay and play

ANGEL EXIT THEATRE PRESENTS
toooB

Introducing toooB, a curious and friendly
shape-shifting creature who is not quite sure
where she’s landed or who she is. As toooB
explores the world around her, she learns how
things work and invents games to play with
the humans around her. She is strange and
beguiling but familiar and full of fun.

The perfect introduction to theatre and dance
for the very young, toooB is an enchanting
wordless show. A gentle sensory adventure
with an original soundtrack, captivating
movement and interactive fun and games.

At the end of the performance there is a stay
and play session with the performer.

This show is non-verbal. This makes it accessible
to a range of people, including d/Deaf, hard of
hearing and non-English speakers.




Sat 24 Jan 11am & 2pm
Ages 4+ 55 mins

THEATRE OF WIDDERSHINS PRESENTS

Snow White, Rose
Red, Brown Bear

Snow White and Rose Red - sisters, twins
and best friends - have lived in the forest
since they were babes in the wood. When
their quiet life is interrupted by a friendly
bear, a new chapter begins. But why has
the bear chosen them as playfellows?
Why is there sadness in his eyes? And
who on earth is that rude little man with
aridiculously long beard that they keep
bumping into?

All questions will be untangled using
puppets, storytelling, original music and a
fantastical fairytale forest.

Sat 31 Jan 11am & 2pm
Ages 2-7 35 mins + meet the puppets



Thu 5 Feb 1.30pm & 4.30pm | Fri 6 Feb 10.30am & 1.30pm

Sat7 Feb 11am & 2pm | Mon 9 & Tue 10 Feb 10.30am & 1.30pm
Ages 3-8 60 mins

HALF MOON AND Z-ARTS PRESENT

Brave Bettie

Bettie loves the forest - it’s her sanctuary, where she feels calm and in control. But when the council
threatens to cut down her favourite tree, Bettie must find the courage to fight for what she loves.

The night before the woodcutters come, Bettie meets the bold and enigmatic Paida Moyo. The
chance encounter sparks an extraordinary journey of friendship, bravery and self-discovery. Can the
two friends save the woodlands and its critter crew before it’s too late? And how might the forest
help Bettie in return?

Written by Tatenda Naomi Matsvai, Brave Bettie is a magical woodland adventure told through
poetry, songs, live music and stories that explore their home heritage in Zimbabwe. This playful yet
powerful production looks at resilience, self-belief, social activism and the environment, offering an
urgent message for young audiences.

Co-produced by Half Moon and Z-arts, this exciting partnership unites two of the UK’s leading
children’s theatre companies to create an unforgettable experience for young audiences
and families.

Brave Bettie was developed with support from the Leche Trust and the Austin & Hope Pilkington Trust.




Sat 14 Feb 11am & 2pm
Ages 5+ 60 mins

LITTLE SEEDS MUSIC PRESENTS

Cinderella Ice
Cream Seller

Get your dessert spoons ready for a tale
of perseverance, princes, palace balls,
glass slippers and, um, ice cream?

Over the last four decades, Cinderella’s
has become the kingdom’s most beloved
ice cream company, with a parlour

on every street corner. But how did a

humble street seller with not a penny to
her name end up as a multimillionaire
businesswoman with her own ice
cream empire?

Perfect for children and families alike, this
exciting musical retelling of a fairytale
classic promises a delightful blend of
storytelling, stunning live music and
theatrical magic that will capture your
heart and tickle your taste buds.

Sat 21 Feb 11am & 2pm

Ages 3-10 55 mins

HALF MOON PRESENTS

Jack & the Beanstalk
(Sort 0Of)

AKID CARPET & THE NOISY ANIMALS PRODUCTION

Family theatre and rock star legend Kid
Carpet is back with a totally brand new show.

Kid Carpet hates panto. The Noisy
Animals absolutely love it. So guess what
they’re doing? Yep. A panto. Now there’s a
beanstalk in the middle of everything and
nobody’s quite sure what’s going on.

Featuring Bear, Gorilla, Badger and
Hedgehog, this is Jack & the Beanstalk
like it’s been thrown in a blender with

a drum machine and dodgy celebrity
lookalikes. Part air guitar workshop, part
magical mess, this lo-fi, hi-tech, big-beat
bonkers panto is stuffed with songs,
silliness and surprise grannies. It’s loud,
proud and completely off its bean(stalk)!



Sat 28 Feb 11am & 2pm
Ages 4-11 55 mins

The Great Big Bug Show

Which beetle has a blaster on its bottom?
Which minibeast is barely the size of a
full stop? Which eight-legged hunter has
fangs as big as a cheetah’s claws? Join
poet Simon Mole and musician Gecko
for a family show full of poems, raps and
songs all about your favourite bugs (and
some you haven't heard of yet!).

A fun and interactive invitation to explore
the secret world beneath our feet. Expect
Minibeasts and Massive Beats. Every
tune is an earworm - even the ones
about woodlice!

Sat 7 Mar 11am & 2pm
Ages 5+ 60 mins

HALF A STRING PRESENTS
Tiny Planet

Imagine a whole world no bigger than a
house. A planet that can be explored in
a matter of minutes, yet it is the centre
of a galaxy. With breathtaking puppetry,
original live folk songs and earthy
percussion, uncover the mysteries that
keep this little globe turning.

Live camera projection brings this tiny
world to life as a wanderer learns that the
smallest things hold the biggest stories.
Marvel as asteroids collide and discover
the curious and wonderful as new
creatures evolve.

A unique piece of puppet theatre that
invites families on a journey to explore
how we all can sometimes feel impossibly
small and infinitely gigantic.



Sat 14 Mar 11am & 2pm
Ages 4+ 45 mins + stay and play

HALF MOON PRESENTS

Last Unicorn Airways

A BLANKET FORT CLUB PRODUCTION

Take flight with Last Unicorn Airways!
Join two playful baggage handlers as they
unpack a globe-trotting adventure from a
magical final flight, where every suitcase
tells a story. Among them is The Flying
Trunk, a spellbinding Arabian Nights-
inspired tale of a daring storyteller and his
enchanted flying suitcase, adapted from
Hans Christian Andersen’s timeless tale.

The show uses playful storytelling to remind
us to see everyday life as an adventure

and to cherish our world and each other

- perfect for families and children with
complex needs and disabilities.

Stick around after the show for an
immersive, hands-on sensory experience!

Fri 20 Mar 10.30am & 1.30pm

Sat 21 Mar 11am & 2pm
Ages 8-12 60 mins

POLKA THEATRE, AIK AND
TURTLE KEY ARTS PRESENT

Sisters 360

Fatima and Salima are the coolest
hijabi-wearing step-sisters in Bradford.
Their dream? To win the Tiny is Mighty
skateboarding competition. Their secret
weapon? The strongest sisterly bond
imaginable. But when they overhear their
parents whispering about living apart,
everything is thrown into doubt. Can the
girls pull off the greatest super-plan ever
to keep their family - and their dream

- together?

Inspired by real-life skateboarders the
Hijabi Sisters from Hull, Sisters 360 is

a funny, heartfelt and high-energy play.
Expect skateboarding, sisterhood and a
story that champions belonging, resilience
and daring to dream big.




Sat 28 Mar 3.15pm
Ages 3-5 35 mins

OPERAUPCLOSE PRESENTS

Cinema Chill:
Peace at Last

Chill out and watch a digital performance
on the big screen in a relaxed and
laidback environment.

Mr Bear is desperately trying to get to sleep
but is kept awake by the varying sounds

of the night: Mrs Bear snoring, Baby Bear
playing, a dripping tap, a clock ticking, an
owl hooting - will he ever get any rest?!

Inspired by the enduringly popular
picture book by Jill Murphy, Peace At
Last is performed by three singers, harp
and woodwind.

All Cinema Chill tickets are £5




Fri 5 & Sat 6 Jun 11am, 1pm & 3pm
Ages 0-2 35 mins + stay and play

REBEL SPARKS PRESENTS
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THE LAST BAGUETTE PRESENTS 7 ' NN Take Fllght

An interactive, multi-sensory aerial show

A : .
7 A that follows a musical mother bird as

Join Ratty and her friends

on a journey across the o9, ) their baby hatches, grows, explores and
high seas! A fun and ;, j m. overcomes challenges, before eventually
gentle introduction to /-/ ; : \ supporting them to leave the nest and

theatre with play-along A L.
storytelling, original
music, puppetry and lots

of imaginative play.
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Fri 19 Jun 10.30am & 1.30pm Thu 25 Jun 10.30am & 1.30pm
Sat 20 Jun 11am & 2pm Fri 26 Jun 10.30am & 1.30pm
Ages 5+ 40 mins Sat 27 Jun 11am & 2pm

Ages 3+ 45 mins

HOPEFUL MONSTER PRESENTS

Hopeful Monsters WRONGSEMBLE PRESENTS
. . Rapunzel

From simple organisms to complex

beasts! A story of evolution told entirely Golden-haired

with hands. They move and morph in Rapunzel is trapped

unusual ways, becoming unexpected in her lofty tower by a

creatures that shapeshift as they journey wicked witch, who lops

through water, earth and air. off the locks of her

beautiful hair and sells
them for a tidy profit.
It’s time for Rapunzel
to take charge of her
own destiny and figure
out a way to escape.



Get involved!

Why not join one of Half Moon'’s Youth Theatres? It’s a brilliant way
to explore drama, create performances and make lots of new friends
at the same time. We have eight groups that run during term time.

Half Moon’s Youth Theatres

School Years 1-3

Comets: Sat 10am-11am
Sunbeams: Sat 11.15am-12.15pm
Moonbeams: Sat 12.45pm-1.45pm

School Years 4-6

Eclipse: Tue 4pm-5.45pm
Equinox: Wed 4pm-5.45pm
School Years 7-9

Lunar: Tue 6.30pm-8.30pm

School Years 10-13
Orbit: Wed 6.30pm-8.30pm

Ages 13-25 with physical, sensory
and/or cognitive disabilities
Solar: Mon 6.30pm-8.30pm

For more information about our
Youth Theatres visit halfmoon.org.uk/yt
or contact us on 020 7709 8900.

Inclusive

All of our Youth Theatres are open to
young people with disabilities and
our venue is fully accessible.

5 reasons to join

- Run by friendly and experienced tutors

- No auditions

- See shows at Half Moon and visit
other London theatres

- Performances each term for friends
and family

- Great value! Just £8 per session
(£4 concession)

Too young for Youth Theatre?

We have sessions at local Children

and Family Centres for under 5s and their
parents/carers. For more information visit
halfmoon.org.uk/early-years

Interested in after school
drama where you live?

We have a group for School Years 4-6 in
Bow and three groups for School Years 7-9
in community spaces around Tower Hamlets.
For more information visit
halfmoon.org.uk/after-school-drama




Stages of Half Moon

Our digital archive exploring the heritage of
Half Moon Theatre

Explore the history of Half Moon Theatre
through photographs, programmes, news
stories, documents, videos and filmed interviews
with over 100 people. There’s information on
productions, projects, people and buildings,

so lots to discover.

The Stages of Half Moon exhibition is on
permanent display in the upper corridor. It’s
overflowing with photographs and original
posters, so do take a look and learn more about
our long history.

stagesofhalfmoon.org.uk

Supported by

The National Lottery®

through the Heritage Lottery Fund

Theatre Passport

Launched as part of our 30th birthday
celebrations in 2020, we need your help to
continue Theatre Passport, a free ticket scheme
for Tower Hamlets school and community groups.
Working together with businesses, organisations
and individuals, we can give local children the
opportunity to experience the magic of live
theatre, many for the first time, and start them
on their creative journey.

If you can help us to offer tickets to local schools, ’}'\\S

a donation of any size, from £30 to £3,000, would 1:; : q
be hugely appreciated. Please help us to ensure /. - /‘

children can access the arts locally.

To find out more, please email

development@halfmoon.org.uk -, .
or call 020 7709 8903.

-~
You can donate online at - =

halfmoon.org.uk/passport



14

Schools & teachers can also participate

Last year, Half Moon engaged with nearly 26,000 workshop participants in over 1,500 creative
learning sessions, including working with 55 schools in our home borough of Tower Hamlets.

We work with nurseries, children and family centres, schools, colleges and community and
youth organisations.

Our projects include curriculum-focused workshops, after-school activities and initiatives to encourage
young people to get into theatre, as well as professional development opportunities for teachers and
other school staff, in partnership with Tower Hamlets Arts and Music Education Service (THAMES).

Projects include

Careers in Theatre: A hands-on, project-
management style experience for 13-17 year
olds of all aspects of professional theatre

CPD for Teachers: A series of practical training
sessions for primary and secondary school staff

Dramatic Maths: An innovative project using
drama and storytelling to engage children in
KS2 maths

Early Years Creative Play: Sessions for
children and adults to explore their physicality
and imaginations and to feel confident with
creative play

Gallery @ Half Moon: A chance for schools
to experience the art in our gallery and use the
pictures as a stimulus for art, literacy and other
curriculum work

Next Steps: A programme using drama to
support Year 6 students with their transition to
secondary school, with continued support in
Years 7-9. Part of Tower Hamlets Youth Service

Speech Bubbles: A year-long intervention
programme working with KS1 children to develop
their communication skills through drama

We also support young people and schools in
gaining Artsmark and Arts Award.
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For more information visit
halfmoon.org.uk/learning.

To discuss any of the projects or
suggest other ways you would
like to work with us at Half Moon,
contact us on 020 7709 8908 or
email schools@halfmoon.org.uk

-‘-‘A y a



About Half Moon

Half Moon is a local organisation with a national remit, committed to supporting artists
and young people at every stage of their creative development. Our activity includes a
season of professional plays for young audiences, new writing and artform development
and an extensive Creative Learning programme, including eight Youth Theatres.

Half Moon also tours professional work for young audiences across the UK under our producing
arm, Half Moon Presents. For current productions and tour dates, visit halfmoon.org.uk/touring

A snapshot of last year’s achievements:

- 39,047 total engagements - 158 touring performances
- 25,874 participatory engagements - 120 performances at Half Moon

- 13,173 audience members - 64 freelancers, 9 core staff

(7,142 at Half Moon and 6,031 on tour) - 55 schools worked with in Tower Hamlets
- 1,559 creative learning sessions - 26 touring productions came to Half Moon
- 874 volunteer hours - 2 productions toured the UK

We couldn’t do it without: R

The Isle of Dogs Grant Chest
", 0, | Supported using public funding by Jack Petchey Foundation
B Y .
KNy

O EAI\FI{-GI-E A?I\?I;J NCIL = John Thaw Foundation
The Leche Trust
We are also extremely grateful for support from: M&G Prudential Community Fund
Maria Bjornson Memorial Fund
The 29th May 1961 Charitable Trust Masonic Charitable Foundation
Action for Bow The National Lottery Community Fund
Aldgate & Allhallows Foundation Ocean Regeneration Trust
The Austin & Hope Pilkington Trust The Raising the Roof Foundation
Backstage Trust St James’ Place Charitable Foundation
Bentley Advancing Life Chances Fund Save the Children
Buzzacott Stuart Defries Memorial Fund Souter Charitable Trust
Canary Wharf Group The Steel Charitable Trust
Charterhouse Charitable Trust Tesco Community Grants
Chesterhill Charitable Trust THAMES
Clarion Futures Theatres Trust
CMS Social Impact Fund Unity Theatre Trust
The Worshipful Company of Coopers The Worshipful Company of Basketmakers
The Derek Shuttleworth Educational Trust Charitable Trust
East End Community Foundation The Worshipful Company of Chartered
The Fitton Trust Secretaries and Administrators Charitable Trust
Foyle Foundation The Worshipful Company of Coopers

Grange Farm Centre Trust
The Harold Hyam Wingate Foundation Also a big thanks to our many individual donors



Book tickets Get in touch

By phone: Half Moon Theatre
020 7709 8900 43 White Horse Road

. London E1 OND
Online:

halfmoon.org.uk hello@halfmoon.org.uk

All tickets £9. No booking fees. Group discounts Sign up to Follow us

available. Free tickets for babies under 12 months, our e-news at halfmoon_theatre
unless the show is specifically for their age range. halfmoon.org.uk Kl halfmoontheatre
See our website for booking conditions. V halfmoontheatre

Getting to us

By train/tube: Just 2 minutes’ walk from Limehouse
mainline and DLR station (2 stops from Bank and Tower
Gateway). Follow signs for Bekesbourne Street when
exiting station.

By bus: Buses stop 1 minute away on Commercial
Road junction with White Horse Road. Numbers 115,
135 & D3. Other buses stop by Stepney Green tube (25)
and Ben Jonson Road (309, 339).

S
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By bike: There is a Santander Cycles docking station
just 2 minutes’ walk away on Flamborough Street (at the

A=y &

junction with Yorkshire Road and Commercial Road).

Pegy 5

By car: street parking is free at weekends and from
5.30pm on weekdays. Meter parking is available at all
other times. Street parking is free to disabled patrons
at all times. We are not within the congestion zone.

Visit tfl.gov.uk to check latest accessibility details and
to plan your journey.

Access

All our performances are relaxed performances.
Blind and visually impaired audiences can

. \ o N ope.
DO &=
pre-book touch tours prior to all performances. EMPLOYER
Some of our shows are non-verbal, or have limited (clc)
dialogue, and are accessible to a range of people f{ﬁ

including d/Deaf, hard of hearing and non-English BSL  TOUCH

speakers. We have baby changing facilities, space TOUR
for buggies and an adult changing table.

®
Half Moon Young People’s Theatre Ltd is a registered company in England & Wales (2479179). MIX
Registered office: 43 White Horse Road, London E1 OND. Registered Charity: 1010192. Paper | Supporting
responsible forestry
Printed by Park Lane Press on FSC® certified paper, using fully sustainable, vegetable oil-based inks, power from 100% renewable resources F§ FSC® C013343
and waterless printing technology. Print production systems registered to ISO 14001, ISO 9001 and over 97% of waste is recycled. e




